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AFRAA 42
nd

 AGA CALLS FOR UNITY AND COOPERATION 
 
Another milestone has been marked by the African Airlines Association (AFRAA) 
following a successful 42nd Annual General Assembly (AGA) in Addis Ababa from 21-
23 November 2010. With over 365 high profile delegates attending, the continental air 
transport summit was conducted under the theme “Adapting to survive and prosper”. 
 
Opening the Assembly, the Minister of Transport of the Federal Democratic Republic of 
Ethiopia, Hon. Deribe Kumah, challenged African airlines to put greater focus on 
implementation of some of the key recommendations and resolutions of this conference. 
He called on the industry stakeholders in Africa to work together and seek partnerships 
with their foreign counterparts to broaden their network and learn global best practices in 
the trade. 
 
Welcoming delegates to the meeting, the President of AFRAA and Chief Executive 
Officer of Ethiopian Airlines, Ato Girma Wake, gave the assurance of a successful and 
productive AGA. He commended the large turnout and urged airlines to commit to 
working together through commercial cooperation and joint projects to derive economies 
of scale. In his words, “this is the only way we can be competitive and profitable”. 
 
In a detailed report on the performance of AFRAA airlines, the Ag. Secretary General of 
AFRAA, Tewodros Tamrat said traffic growth rate in Africa has consistently surpassed 
global average in the last six years. In 2009, passengers carried by AFRAA member 
airlines grew by 4.7% to 43.9 million while cargo went up 2.9%.  
 
The report noted that AFRAA member airlines achieved a profit of $137.0 million at a 
time the global airline industry was in the red to the tune of over $11.0 billion. The report 
was optimistic of a profitable 2010 as well. According to the Secretary General, African 
airlines are positioning themselves to take advantage of the positive business 
environment that is impacting on the traffic growth. Airlines are therefore investing in 
new and modern aircraft, expanding alliances, adopting information technology to drive 
down cost and improve revenue management and focusing more aggressively on safety 
and security to correct the negative safety perception of the industry in Africa. 
 
On the role of government in the development of air transport in Africa, the Secretary 
General of AFRAA said “we need government support and commitment to fully 
liberalise the internal African market. This will stimulate regional and domestic traffic 
growth and create a bigger home-base market for our intercontinental airlines. 
Governments should remove barriers to cooperation between carriers and put in place 
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policy and regulatory framework that create a conducive environment for airline 
collaboration and consolidation”.  
 
Further, he noted that Africa needs a comprehensive air transport external policy to 
counter-balance the pressure from third countries. In addition, the necessary regulatory 
framework should be established to ensure fair competition among African airlines and in 
particular between African carriers and their foreign competitors”. 
 
The 42nd Assembly closed with a resolve by African airlines to pursue viable commercial 
joint projects and work together to survive the fierce competition from non-African 
airlines. On the environment, the General Assembly resolved to support the ICAO 
Assembly Resolution relating to reduction of aviation emission while calling upon 
African States to oppose any unilateral measures particularly the EU ETS imposition on 
non-EU carriers. The Assembly called on African aviation stakeholders to work closely 
with the relevant institutions including ICAO in the interest of environmental 
sustainability. 
 
The AGA appointed Eng. Hussein Massoud, a stalwart of aviation and Group Chairman 
of EgyptAir as Chairman of the Executive Committee. Mr. Abderahmane Berthe, CEO of 
Air Mali and Mr. Inati Ntshanga, CEO of South African Express were appointed first and 
second vice Chairmen respectively. The AFRAA Executive Committee oversees the 
activities of the management of the Association. 
 
The Assembly also elected Mr. Driss Benhima, CEO of Royal Air Maroc as President of 
the Association for 2011. As President, Mr. Benhima and his airline will organize and 
host the 43rd AFRAA Annual General Assembly in Marrakesh, in November 2011 in 
collaboration with the AFRAA Secretariat. 
 
After almost half a year without a substantive Secretary General at the AFRAA 
Secretariat, the Assembly announced the appointment of Dr. Elijah Chingosho as the new 
Secretary General of AFRAA following a very competitive selection process. Dr. 
Chingosho who has been with AFRAA for the past 9 years has extensive experience in 
the aviation industry and will assume office from January 2011. The Executive 
Committee commended the Secretariat staff and the Ag. Secretary General, Tewodros 
Tamrat for efficiently managing the affairs of the Association and organizing an excellent 
AGA. 
 
The 42nd AFRAA AGA presented Awards to deserving individuals and companies that 
excelled in their dedication and service delivery to the airline industry. The Regional 
Airline of the Year Award was won by Precision Air while Ethiopian Airport Enterprise 
was conferred the Airport of the Year Award. Capt. Haile Belai, Chief, ICAO ACIP, won 
the Individual Achievement Award and Mr. Pravesh Tarachand of Air Mauritius the 
Meritorious Service Award. 
 
In recognition of his contribution to African aviation in the last 37 years, his record 
achievements at Ethiopian airlines and his active interest and role in AFRAA over the 
years, the 42nd Assembly presented to Ato Girma Wake, CEO of Ethiopian Airlines a 
plaque of honour. Ato Girma will retire from Ethiopian Airlines at the end of December 
2010. He would be replaced by Ato Tewolde G. Mariam, an experienced and versatile 



 3

airline executive who until his appointment as CEO-designate was the Chief Operating 
Officer of Ethiopian Airlines. 
 
The 42nd AGA also coincided with the delivery of Ethiopian Airlines’ first of five B777-
200LR aircraft (the first of its kind in Africa) on 20th November 2010. 
 
 
 
 
Notes for Editors 
 
The African Airlines Association, also known by its acronym AFRAA, is a trade 
association of airlines from the member states of the African Union (AU).  Founded in 
Accra, Ghana, in April, 1968, and headquartered in Nairobi, Kenya, the primary purposes 
of AFRAA are to foster commercial and technical co-operation among African airlines 
and to represent their common interests. 
 
AFRAA membership cuts across the entire continent and includes all the major 
intercontinental African operators. The Association members represent 83% of total 
international traffic carried by African airlines. 
 
For further information, please contact: 
 
The Secretary General  
AFRAA Secretariat 
Nairobi, Kenya 
 
Tel:  +254 20 2320144/2320148 
Email:  afraa@afraa.org 
Website:  www.afraa.org 
 


